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CHILD/ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT
Counselor Education 610

Dr. Mary Fawcett
(3 semester credits)
Course Syllabus

Course Objectives:
The purpose of the course is to provide an overview of perspectives on the normal development
of children and adolescents. Class members will:
1.

Increase their understanding of the basic theories, concepts, and principles of normal
child and adolescent growth and development.

2.

Increase their awareness of the assumptions and beliefs
which they themselves have about children and adolescents.

3.

Enhance their ability to work effectively as a helping
person with children and adolescents, aware of the young person's
individual needs.

4.

Increase their understanding of special issues impacting children and
adolescents, including gender, sexuality, schooling, and multicultural

issues.

Required Readings:
Berk, L. E. (1996). Infants, children, and adolescents (51h Ed.). Boston:

Allyn and Bacon.

Course Requirements and Grading:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Attend class sessions, participate in class activities, and-complete assigned readings and
in-class writing assignments. (10%)
Complete mid-term and final exams. (25% each== 50% total)
Complete three (3) theory papers, as described on a separate handout. (10% each= 30%

total)

Complete child observation analysis assignment, as described on a
separate handout. (10%)
Complete a course evaluation at the conclusion of the course.
All students will register for a letter grade for this course.

COURSE STRUCTURE

This course will consist of both lecture and experiential learning. Teaching methods will vary,
including lecture, group discussion, small group or dyad work, group participation activities 1
presentations and guest speakers.
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